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Welcome back!!Welcome back to the second

edition of our, hopefully 

already popular, newsletter.

By now we trust that our 

readers have enjoyed a taster

of what life is like for us here 

at Casa do Caminho and can 

now delve deeper into the

inner technical workings

of the summer holidays. For those of you freezing your socks off on 

the other side of the world, we hope you don’t get too jealous!
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Summer Fun 

-Midnight movie. Stretched out under the stars, the children and 

adolescents got a late night outdoor cinema experience, 

complete with popcorn, blankets… and Nacho Libre!

-Olympics. We held our very own week long Olympic games at Casa 

with the teenage boys. In two teams they fought it out for champion, 

with events ranging from relay races to swimming, basketball, chess 

and of course football.  

-BBQ. No summer is complete without a BBQ, and we did it Brazilian 

style; with stacks of steak, refrigerate/soda to wash it down, and funk 

pumping on the stereo

-Cachoeiras. We are lucky enough to live in an area full of natural 

beauty, so we don’t need much of an excuse to cool off from the

 sweltering sun in one of the waterfalls just a short walk form the

 orphanage.

-Júnior Réis trips. One of our main sponsors, politician Júnior Réis, 

                                                          gave Casa free reign of his bus, 

                                                          allowing us to take both the children 

                                                          and adolescents together on trips 

                                                          around the state of Rio.

                                                         We got as far as Praia Vermelha beach 

                                                          to soak up some more sun, Tingua 

                                                          national park, and Rio zoo.

Meet the new children!
Twins Saulo and Lucas joined us recently with their 
little sister Ana Gleice and older sister
Fabilaine, who has moved into Casa  Amigas.

 

The brothers are boisterous and love attention, making 
them quite a challenge some of the time, whilst 
Ana prefers to sit and play quietly They are all settling
into Casa life.  Fabilaine loves to play 
soccer and during our weekly soccer training with the 
boys she is one of our STARS.

 Super Allison

Allison is a 27 year old USA girl from Chicago. She arrived at

Casa do Caminho at 01.01.2008

and will work here for 5 months

Her job at Casa do Caminho is

being Volunteer Cordinator and

performing Educator shifts with

the children.

The things she loves the most at

casa is learning the different dynamics from the children and

meeting people from all over the world.

This was the first time that she has ever been out of the

city environment. Being surrounded by the beautiful nature

and landscapes is really refreshing for her.

She loves teaching the kids  Classic American Games 

which  she played as a child.

She spends a lot of time with the kids and she takes the 

children to Capoeira twice a week.

The kids love Tia Allison!!!  



Sponsor a Child!
 Casa do Caminho has reduced costs in 2007 drastically. We are using our resources 

efficiently without doing unnecessary expenses. We have less staff and more qualified 

volunteers. Still, our financial situation is precari

ous. Our head sponsor City of 

Heppenheim depends on Mister 

Ebenhard who because of his age and 

the poor exchange rates is slowly declining

support. With our second head sponsor 

the child and adolescent fund we have 

an ending contract in June this year.

Making the calculations we come approxi

mately 42.000 R$ (+/-17.000 euros) short

to pay our bills while economizing

absolutely everything. We are now looking for sponsors who like to sponsor a child for a

sum of € 1.981,18 to pay their total costs per year including, accommodation, food,

healthcare, psychological & social care, education and transportation costs. Sponsors receive

a complete information package on the child 

                    And 4 updates during that year. The sponsor can choose the child they wish 

to sponsor. For people who are interested please send us an e-mail to 

casadocaminho@gmail.com 

 New projects
Expansion of Casa CAM (teenage girls house). One of 

our main goals for this year is the expansion and 

renovation of Casa Amigas. This year six of our girls 

from Casa do Caminho have hit adolescent-hood and

 had to go to secondary school which is to far away 

from our main centre. So Casa CAM is extremely

 crowded now with 12 girls. …

-Capoeira lessons. With the arrival of volunteers with

 knowledge of Capoeira, we have decided to take 

some of the children to lessons. This has benefited 

them greatly, as it combines fun with the chance to

 learn and appreciate more about their own culture.

-Aipim field. Everyone at Casa has been taking

 turns at the early morning weeding sessions in the 

Aipim (sort of potato) field (10.000 m2) adjacent to 

Casa. It’s hard work, but in a couple of months the 

sales from the crop should provide a good addition 

to our kitchen and a source of income for Casa.  

-New teacher (Tatiane). We have welcomed into our

 midst a new teacher. Tatiane spends Mondays to 

Fridays at Casa do Caminho reinforcing the material 

the children cover at school. On hand throughout the 

day, Tatiane corrects the children’s Portuguese as well

as helping the volunteers improve their language 

skills! Tatiane’s salary is paid by the new dutch 

foundation Casa do Caminho. 

-Mural . In addition to 

this funky mural brightening our days courtesy of 

Andrea Perez, a recent 

volunteer, we have big 

plans for repainting the 

rest of the building as 

well as giving new life 

to the old school 

building that presently 

stands unused a short walk from the main house.

ICT updates – We are currently looking into the most 

cost-effective way of bringing internet up to Casa do 

Caminho; it will be a challenge, but one we hope to 

have accomplished by 2009. Prior to this, the children

 will be given computer lessons to compliment their 

normal reforço/educational reinforcement.

Horta- The organic garden is still proving a success, 

providing a reliable source of fruit and vegetables. 

An influx of specialist volunteers has

provided inspiration and ideas! 

The new irrigation system is in 

place and a chicken run is nearing 

completion, hopefully soon to 

supply Casa with both egg sand an

opportunity for the children 

to care for the birds. 

Sad Story with a happy ending
Lucas Thiago & Jessica are three children who lived with us for three years. 
We have build up a strong relationship with those kids and they are
                                                          part of our “Casa” family. Their mother 
                                                          has psychological problems and is in a 
                                                          psychiatric institution in Rio de Janeiro.
                                                          The judge decided that she was 
                                                          living to far away from Casa do Caminho 
                                                          to be able to see her children 
                                                          which made him decide to move the 
                                                          children to a child centre close to her 
                                                          The sad story is that the children arrived in 
                                                           a centre where children 
live behind bars and locks since on a weekly basis children run away. 
Each of the three lives in a separate room behind a locked door. 
The only get out in the evening to see each other. 
When we visited them the first time we were completely shocked and 
felt extremely angry with the brazilian right system. Until now the mother 
only visited them once. 
We were desparately trying to get those children back which is extremely
difficult because we have no rights at all since we lost custody over the 
children. After several visits and many conversations we convinced the 
orphanage in Rio de Janeiro that those children are better off with us. On 
top of that we offered to take the children to visit their mum once a month
eliminating the main reason for transfer. A report was sent to the judge 
who sent the children back to Casa do Caminho 2 weeks ago! 
Our children prepared a party for their 3 lost friends         Jippiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii! 

We were sad to say goodbye to siblings
Ronaldo and Ariane, who went back to their families who are in better 
shape and condition to take care of them. Our social worker Carla has 
regular contact and all the news is on those kids is extremely positive! 
In these cases the kids are definitely better off with their families.  

can correspond by mail and visit the child

personally.


