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Introduction

Oi oi! So here comes our third worldwide newsletter that will surely make its way through the
oceans to bring you all a bit of our Winter breeze and chill your Summer heat

Here the rain led to a significant drop in temperatures, which means it is only 25 C now!!
Brasilian Autumn came full of unexpected surprises and visitors who brought our children THE
biggest event of the year...

JOGOS OLYMPICOS: Casa’s Olympic Games 2008

Well, ... wow!! So they happened! Three days During the Opening Ceremonies each team
again they came and went leaving us all painted their country’s flag,made uniforms and
eager to do them again-bigger and better. ~ performed 3 songs. On day 2, after the
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GOOD BEHAVIOR. gambled on the LAST
RUN (“ LA CORRIDA”) Casa and

All kids and teenagers (60 including surroundings were turned into a massive

ex-Casa teenagers) were divided obstacle course filled with different “stations™.

into 4 groups and chose a country. One by one all the kids had to run up to each

-Argentina with super enthusiastic station and complete a task.

“Ché Boludo” crew

-Venezuela with imposing “dictator’Gene Argentina won the “Corrida” !!!!! but after well
ral HUGO CHAVEZ, performed by Bart meditated talks and many hard decisions, the
-Polynesia with their Peace-Shanti-Boom- Judges announced the winners: a draw between
Shakalakalaka-Boom-Flower-Power  ARGENTINA & POLYNESIA followed by

-Japan with Super-Nihon-Anime-PUCCA- Venezuela and Japan. However, it didn’t really
Karate-Samurai-Wasabi-Warriors crew. matter who won or lost because everyone



SUPER DOLORES & OSCAR

Dolores and Oscar are the loveliest mature
couplethat Casa do Caminho has ever had.
Oscar is

a retired

Engineer-

Business

man from

Argentina,

who

found

Dolores

6 years

ago.

Sheis a

retired brasilian Sports Teacher with a PhD
in Gerontology.Ever since they met
they’ve been traveling-working for pleasure
and inspiration.

They are both adventurous and strong and
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a challenge.
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Plus!! It is so healthy for the kids to see

a caring couple loving each other as they
are a “sweet” reference for the kids future.

NEW PROJECTS
THE SPORTS & COMMUNITY CENTER

There is a big yellow tractor by the Horta
House and a 540m- 3m deep hole behind.
Alsol a bunch of sweaty men eating behind the
kitchen and all for WHAT?

Since mid-May the construction of the

Sports & Community Center started. The idea was
born when Bart Bijen came here as a volunteer
in 2004 and saw that the children of Casa and
the community needed a space to play,
interact and organize events during the rainy
season.

The Centre was designed by Italian Architect
Fabio Parenti, who opted for a modern structure.
Although, of course, kids have a *“say” too:
They are actively participating in each step.
They were told everything about the project so
they could choose (by democratic vote)
the color of the pillars and the sides:

which will be Green.

The architect himself was responsible for
classifying all the possible construction
businesses in the region, finally ending up with
SANEBRAS Civil Construction Company being
chosen.

It should be underlined the enthusiastic
participation of our collaborators in Holland,
who have organized fundraising events to
promote and kick-start our Sports & Community
Centre. On the other hand we also thank the
“Prefeitura de Duque de Caxias” for their
participation and funding.

The goal is that the Centre is run by Community
members (brasilian people from Xerem) who
will eventually program the activities there,
things such as: football, basketball or volleyball
games, other sport lessons, dance classes,
capoeira lessons, cultural events, medical
events and monthly workshops

(Sexual education for kids and adolescents).

So keep your fingers crossed for its
big opening date by the end of September!!!




“ A BARRAQUINHA!

“ Limaoes!! Aipim!! Pimenta!! Barato barato!! Oferta hoje!!”- Adriano is shouting out loud in front

of cars passing by. And this is how our kids are making some extra pocket money for themselves or

to share during an “atividade especial”. Great! Isn't it?
So finally Veronica’s always loving and practical ideas became
a reality, thanks to Renato and Marcelo’s hard work during the
Carnival Holidays. They built and painted this cute little wooden
stall in January and it has been up and running since February.
The “Barraquinha” is right infront of Casa’s gate on the other
side of the road and it opens only during the weekends.
It serves as a point where kids show with pride our tasty Horta
vegetables to the public: such as the killer spicy hot-hot-hot
chilies, aipim roots, limes, oranges, doce de banana....
On the other hand, the “Barraquinha” also provides an
opportunity for the community and the car passer-bys to stop,
have a chat with the children and meet volunteers too.

In a way it is a prime-example of the way Casa do Caminho is trying to reach out to the community
and spreading our name further away into the region.
Well done for all of those involved!!

Casa do Caminho’s Financial Crisis (by Bart, the executive manager)

From the beginning of 2007 until now Casa do Caminho has gone through many
improvements while at the same time costs were reduced radicaly. We have a smaller team
of staff who are working more efficiently, and many jobs have been taken over by volunteers.
In comparison to other NGOs in Rio de Janeiro, we use two to three times fewer resources.
Yet our financial situation is extremely precarious.

Casa do Caminho depends on two main sponsors. First is Mr. Hans Ebenhard who recently
turned 75 years old and is slowly reducing his support. The contract from our other main
sponsor FIA, a state fund, has stopped and the extension of the contract will depend on
politics.

It is very likely that we will lose this sponsor entirely. As a result we will come
approximately 25,000 euro short in 2008 and almost 45.000 euros short in 2009. If we don’t
raise the money in time we will have to cut costs that will ultimately effect the well-being of
the children. This will cause that a lot of our hard work and improvements to be lost.

What can you do?

We hope to establish country leaders who are responsible for gathering money in an account
from all donors in their country. Remember over 250 volunteers have worked in Casa do
Caminho over the past five years. All these members have families and friends. If each
volunteer could raise 20 euros a month it would solve our problem. Of course not everyone
will help, but | hope to rely on at least 100 former volunteers involved in each raising

20 euros a month.

The leaders are responsible for gathering the money in their countries and communicating to
Casa do Caminho about the expected monthly or yearly income and transferring the funds
directly to Casa or via our Dutch or UK foundations. | need country leaders who want to do
this possibly boring, but oh so important work of mailing and calling former volunteers to
recruit for this fundraising effort. Please contact me if you want to get involved.
casadocaminho@gmail.com You can also ask for our 2008 business plan.

In case you just want to make one off donation you can make a donation to our Dutch
Foundation Avante Educacéo Brasil. | will make sure that money will be transferred entirely to
Brazil.

Bank details:

Name organisation: Stichting Avante Educacéo Brasil
accountnumber: 66 55 68 134

Bank: ING BANK

IBAN number: NL38INGB0665568134

SWIFT (BIC) code: INGBNL2A

Location: Beek

Country: The Netherlands



