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Introduction

Oi oi! Live from Casa do.Caminho, our fourth'international newsletter! By now
we’re sure you’re ripe with anticipation for updates on your favorite kids and
teenagers. It’s been four busy months since our last note and we’ll try to fit it all
in!

Fundraising event in Beek is a Huge Success

For the past year and a half, Dany and Nico, friends of Bart from his
hometown, Beek, have been planning a fundraising event for the orphanage.
This June, their plans became a reality. At the first event, an auction of artwork
created by local artists and the children of Beek, they :
raised ©5000 enough money for Casa do Caminho
to hire a teacher! Due to the success of the event, a
foundation for Casa was created to facilitate fundraising.
The next event, a classical concert performed in the
church of Beek, was so successful that it was recreated &
two more times! The ctLHmination of all of these projects ¢
took place on June 20" and 215t Bart went to
represent CRCC, and was joined eight ex-volunteers
from all corners of Europe!

The first day, 500 people showed up to enjoy the
concert that included capoeira and samba. On day two,
800 people attended a play performed by 100 children
of Beek, depicting the lives of street children in Brazil.
The event was a huge success both because of all the money that was raised to
help Casado Caminho and the awareness that was promoted in the town of Beek
about Casa do Caminho.

What a great feeling to have such an enthusiastic community behind

our organization!!!

Investing in the Future of our Teens

This year, Casa do Caminho is focusing much more on formal education.
Our objective is to provide our children with an independent future.
This way, if a child is not adopted or reintegrated into his or her family, they
will have the skills to survive and excel on their own. Most of our children will
not attend university. Because of this, in addition to regular schooling,
vocational courses are extremely important for our teenagers. Currently all of
our teenagers over 14 years are enrolled in vocational courses. However, these
courses are not free.

A local company called Nortec has sponsored seven teenagers to attend
courses at Senai, a recognized school with a large selection of courses.
In addition to this, last year two ex-volunteers from Casa do Caminho
designed Christmas cards that were sold globally via our ever-growing
volunteer network.
The money raised from these cards paid for the courses for 12 other teenagers!
The courses they are enrolled in include computer, mechanics, telemarketing,
Engllsh, and beauty. In July, the seven students at Senai passed their courses
and beganan internship within the company. Because of their success, Nortec
has agreed to sponsor six more teens next year! A successful birthday calendar
sale action could ensure that we can continue to invest in the education of
all of our teens!



Winter Vacation

In the last newsletter we told
new barraquinha. From the gran

ou about the
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February t
kids have been

— | hard at work
¢ selling doces,

aipim, pimenta,
the works!

In July their
hard work paid
off. Over six
months, the
barraquinha
raise

R$800,

enough money to rent a beach house in Cabo

Frio for 5 days!

During the kids winter break, everyone at Casa

took a vacation. We filled a 30 person bus and
a van with 12 children, 20 teenagers,

15 adults, enough rice, beans, vegetables,
and other food stuff to feed 47 people for

5 days, clothes, bedding,and beach gear, and

hit the road.

We spent most of our time at the beach.
The kids had an awesome time building sand
castles, burying volunteers, learning to boogie
board, and of course, the favorite activity for
most was flying kites. Our third daK

unt

there, Bart organized a scavenger
through Cabo Frio and in teams with teenagers

and kids everyone got to see a bit of the city.
After five full days of vacation everyone

returned tanne

and rested. The best part of

all was that the kids raised the money
themselves. They’ve already started working
towards the next vacation, can’t wait!!!

Newly Renovated CAM

In March we wrote of plans to
renovate Casa Amigas. We’'re
now happy to say the work is
almost done! Furnas Centrais
Eletricas, the largest energy
producer in Brazil, sponsored
the project with a generous
donation of R$28,000. In July
the work began. The girls had
to move out of the house for the
duration of the renovations.

It was a hard couple of months
for the girls and Tuca who were
eager to return home, but the
new and improved Casa Amigas
is worth it. The girls now have
three bathrooms instead of two,
five bedrooms instead of

three, and the living rooms and
kitchen are both twice their
original size.

Each girl has her own opinion
of the best part.

Ketma says “The rooms are the
best because before the girls

slept with 5 or 6 in a small
room” while Daiana says

“It’s the kitchen, before a lot of
people didn’t fit and now there
IS room for us to cook and eat
lunch.”

There are still a few finishing
touches left to do, but the girls
have moved back and are
happy to be home.




Three New Additions

July arrived with three new additions to our family.
Wesley (7), Demison (9), and Devison (12).

Their mother brought them to us because since their
father passed away last year she has had trouble
caring for her six children. Her 19 year old son and
15 year old daughter help her care for her 7 year

old but her work cleaning houses keeps her out of the
house most of the day.Because she doesn’t always
find work she often has no money to buy food for the
entire family. On top of this does she have to take care of her 6 month old baby.
Our social worker and volunteers try to help her structure life and she will attend
ahs_iaéual education workshop at our premises to prevent her from having more
children.

Since their arrival,Wesley, Demison, and Devison have quickly become

and integral part of Casa do Caminho.

Wesley reallg enjoys helping everyone out,

Demison is big on hugs and is proving himself as one of our biggest bagunceiros,
and Devison loves to play football and is eager for his move next year to Casa
Heppenheim.

Dia das criancas at Casa

On October 18th we celebrated Dia das Criancas or Childrens Day, at
Casa do Caminho. The best part of this celebration was the focus was
not only our children, but also the children of the community. In addition
to the 40 children and teenagers from Casa, we welcomed over 20
other children and their families who live near by. We shared a huge
lunch outside, our children presented a play that they’ve been working
on for over six months (without forgetting any lines!), and all of the
kids competed together on teams in games similar to the famous Jogos
Olimpicos. At the end of the day all of the visiting children received
presents from CRCC, and even some from our own kids. This celebration
gave us and the kids a chance to get to know the community and
allowed the community members to learn a bit more about Casa.

Financial Precarious Situation

In our last newsletter Bart already mentioned that our financial situation is far
from healthy. We lack resources to pay our fixed cost such as food,
transportations, salaries, electricity and heath care bills.

We are looking for people, organizations & businesses to invest in our
orgbanlzatlon. For more information please visit our

website or contact us at:00552136526880

We are also selling Casa do Caminho
birthday calendars.
People who like

to help us to

sell those
calendars

can just

sen

us

an

e-mail.

For more information please contact us at casadocaminho@gmail.com




